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1. Part of a Letter from MrJohn LufLkin 20 the
Publijber, concerning fome large Bonee, lately
found in a Gravel-pit zear Colchefter,

§ IR,
4% Eading the Ph, Tranfaiion for July laft, No 271, 1
g%, find an account of fome ftrange Bones found in the
Grounds of Mr Soumner ia Chartham, near Canterbury, in
Kent, & which gives tae occafion to infinuate to you che
likewife tinding this Summer atlrabnefs,a fimaliVillage icu-
ate in the moft Eaftera pares of Effex, upon the River Stowr,
near Harwich, diverfc Bones of an extraordinary bignefs,
which were found at fiiccen or fixieen foot beneath the
{urface of the Earth, in digging for Gravel to mend the
Roads with, &w. the largeft aud moft remarkable of
which, was procured, and fent to me, by the learned and
ingenious Mr Rich, Minitter of the place.

We read in Camden, pag.351. that in the time of King
Richard 1. and in the Reign of Queen Efiz. there were
tound in the moft Eaftern Promontory of Effex, ata place
called C dulfinefs, which I take to be Walton, large Teeth,
and Bones of an extraordinary bulk, which were eftcemed
the Bones of Giants. But Mr Childrey in his Britannia
Baconica, pag. 1o0. rather thinks them to be the Bones
and Teeth of fome Elephant, buryed there by their Loving
Malters the Romans. _

That thefc were the Bones and Teeth of {ome Elephant,
I.am prone to believe 3 firlt, becaufe they far furpafs in
Magnitude the Bones, ¢c. of the largeft Creatures that
we have at this day in our Ifland.

Secondly Becaufe ‘tis evident from Dio  Caffins, as quo-

ied by Mr Camden, Sce the Romans inBritain, and in his
Br;-
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Britannia, pag. 347. that abundance of Elephants were
brougit over ito England, by the Emperor Clandins, in

his Wars with the Britains 5 yea, into Efex itfelf, as ap

pears from the fame Dio, a'little after in thefc words :
Clandins having at laft joyned Prantius, and took the com-
mand of the Army, pafled the River (meaning the Thames)
and upon a fair engagement with the Enemy, who were
pofied there to receive him, obtained thic Victory, tcok-
Camol odunum, e,

Thirdly, In comparing this Bone with the Ofteology
of Dr Mulins in his Anatomical account of the Elephant
burnt at Dublin, &e. I find it perfetly to agree to asd
with the Os bumeri thereof, not only to outward appear-
ance or form, but to meafure alfos from which circum-
ftances we may conclude, that thefe were the Bones, &ve.
of fome Elephant, rather thaa of any other Anim1l.

And it does feemingly appear to me,that the(zTeeth and
Bones mention’d by Mr Somner,might have been the Te.th
and Bones of fome Elephant, rather than of the Hippopota-
wws : and that,

Firft, in refpect of the places for, as Mr Camden {ays
in his Britannia, pag.197. f{peaking of Chilban in Kent,
of which this Chartham 1s a ncighbouring Village, fituate
in the fame Down. and on the fame River Stowr, that it
is a current report armougf(t the Inhabitants that Fulins Ce-
Jar encampt there, in his fecond Expedition againft the
Britains 5 and thence it was called Fulham, as it one {hould
fay, Fulins Station or Houfe.

It appears further, Britan,p.208. that Rbatupie (which
whether Richborough or Storer matters not ) fituate near
the prefent Sandwich, was the place of Claudins his Land-
ing iu Britain 5 and that through this Down was his near-
et paflage to the Thames (is indifputable) whither he was
going: So that ’tis highly probable, that daring the ftay,
patling or repafling of thefe Roman Armies through thefe
Downs, fome one of their Elephants might perith or dye,
and be buried there. Se~
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Secondly, By the Teeth themfelves, for if you compare
the Icons given by Mr Somner, with the Defcriptions of
Dr Mullins (in the aforefaid Anatomy, p. 40. ) you will
find them the very {ame, as to breadth and depth, &ve. and
their being Molares for {ays the Dr, thefe eight (which
were all the Elephant had befides the two Tu(hes) were
Molares, for he had no lucifores.

Thirdly and laftly, to folve that great difficulty (which
obliged this Gentleman to imagine this Down to have been
an Aituary,ihat his Hippopot wizns might therein dig its felf
a Grave, otherwife how {houid thefe Bones be found at
fuch a depth ? for who with reafon (fays Mr Somer) can
1magine, that any Land Creature could ever have had (at
fir Pc) fo deep a burial : This indeed would have been an
Herculean Labour.

Buttis cafily explained why thefe Bones fhould at chis
day be found at fuch depths, if we confider the Alteration
or riling of the Valleys, by the continual wathing down of

he Ioole Earthor Soyl by the Rains and Snows from the
ﬂd) acent Hills, and by the annual rollings of the Grafs,Sedge,
S, growing upon it :  for proof of WILCh cake the fol-
lowu,g iaftance from Dr P/otz s Nat. Hiit. of Steffordfbire,
Chap. vi. p. 48, p. 220. {peaking of a Mofs, &, wherein
there was tound a Lump of Coyns of Edward IV. of En-
glarnd {{uppofed to be loft in'a Purfe or Cloath, now rot-
ted away) at 18 foot deep, which being about 200 years
fince (that is, when they were found, ) whoever rleafes to
compute it, will find this Mof; grew abcut one foot in T1
years, or cne inch per annum and, 54 proxigre. Piverfe cther
inftances of Alteration are mentioned in the {ame H'f‘%ury,
as in Chap. 3. par. 11, 12. and Ch.6. par. 45.46,47. 48 S
Now 1t will DL eaf }) granted, that if tliis Mof3 grew or
advanced 1delf above its former f{urface 18 foct in 200
yeass, then this Vale or Down might advance itfelf 17 foot
i almoft 17c0 years.

Colchefler, Sept.15. 1701,
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